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Endowment Renamed in Honor of Richard G. McSpadden
In 1997, Paul and Fran Burger gifted the then AOPA Air Safety Foundation an unrestricted endowment of $524,000 that continues to earn money upwards to $50,000 per year. Following the tragic loss of his friend and colleague, Richard McSpadden, Mr. Burger requested his gift be renamed The Paul and Fran Burger Endowment for GA Safety in Tribute to Richard McSpadden.
Two years prior to Mr. Burger’s generous donation in 1997, he, his family and friends experienced the catastrophic loss of two young adults in an accident that the NTSB concluded was caused by pilot error. Knowing that these two people did not have to die had the pilot made better decisions precipitated Mr. Burger into a lifelong pursuit to help others not experience what he did.
In the years following, Mr. Burger continued to make many contributions both financially and of his time and other resources. After looking into all manner of opportunities to help make a difference in aviation safety, he founded the WINGS Industry Advisory Committee (WIAC). WIAC consisted of representatives from all facets of the industry including education, associations, training, manufacturing and insurance, to determine ways to get increased participation in the FAA Safety Team WINGS Pilot Proficiency Program (WINGS). He chose WINGS since completion of the program automatically renewed flight reviews for participants. He believed finding ways to incentivize usage on top of the earned flight review could make a meaningful contribution to improved accident rates.  
In October 2017, Paul reached out to the heads of the National Association of Flight Instructors and the Society of Aviation and Flight Educators, Bob Meder and David St George respectively, to join him and Richard McSpadden for a meeting to discuss how an incentive might work. The outcome was the Paul and Fran Burger $50,000 WINGS Sweepstakes for pilots and flight instructors. Throughout the duration of the campaign, Mr. McSpadden was a constant companion, always making himself available for feedback, and ideas.  
In an FAA Safety Team Program Managers all hands meeting, Mr. McSpadden was asked to comment following the introduction of the sweepstakes. The interviewer asked:
“Richard McSpadden, you are the Executive Director of the AOPA Air Safety Institute – In July 2018 the ASI launched the Focused Flight Review program and among its benefits pilots will earn a WINGS Phase. And in the recent publication, Freedom to Fly – a History of General Aviation in America, you were quoted as having said, increased collaboration and consensus building is necessary among all parties interested in GA safety.
You believe it is time for collaboration and consensus building, how do you see the WINGS Industry Advisory Committee and the sweepstakes contributing to this effort?” 
Mr. McSpadden responded:
“When the WINGS Industry Advisory Committee (WIAC) came up with the concept of the sweepstakes it was a really innovative way to get people driving towards safety content. If you’re in the safety business you realize what you have to do is be able to reach people then impact people to ultimately change the way they think, then change their behavior so that they become safer pilots. And as Lauretta mentioned, the more people you drive to safety statistically it shows it can have an impact on general aviation safety. So, this innovative approach that Paul and the WIAC took to adopt a sweepstakes to drive more people to enroll in the WINGS program just allows us all to collaborate more and push people to more engaging safety content.”
In November 2020, WIAC folded into the WINGS Industry Network (WIN) founded by Mr. Burger and three other well-known and experienced aviation professionals. WIN supported the sweepstakes and introduced several other programs designed to further reach aviators with safety education. Mr. McSpadden was a key player in launching the new organization, assigning Paul Deres, of the Air Safety Institute, to regularly participate in meetings, review of documents, and other relevant activities. 
All along, Mr. McSpadden always made himself available for discussions of any kind, always with an open door and smile. Always honest, candid, and no doubt respectful of the WIAC then WIN efforts.
“The best way to remember Richard is to build on his vision and work tirelessly every day to keep our skies safe,” said AOPA President Mark Baker. “We are grateful that Mr. Burger’s generosity has allowed the AOPA Air Safety Institute to advance this important mission to which Richard and his team dedicated themselves.”
There is little doubt that without Mr. McSpadden’s encouragement and participation, Mr. Burger’s campaign to honor the deaths of the two young adults would not have come as far as it did. It is for that reason Mr. Burger renamed his original gift The Paul and Fran Burger Endowment for GA Safety in Tribute to Richard McSpadden.
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